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EL SUR IDET. BROMNY

En 1977 el Precidenle Jimmy Carter hize una jira por el Sur del Bronz dende promelin dar mas de un Billen de
dolares para su ve-consliuccion. Foeo licmpo despues deetdi documentar dicha lranslormacion cual hasta hoy ca
dig no @ 4 lorrsdo. Lo uns sren on donde viven miles de habituntes en condiciones similares a las de gueva {lu
muvoria son de habla hispuns o oereos wmericanos) o cnpeuentra muy dificil o no decumentar tul fenomeno cusl
Hevi moos 15 aocs sin wrrealo.

The Soulh Bronx

In 1977 Fresident [immy Carler went Inr a tour of the Soath Bronz where he pramised more thaa a billinn dnllars
[or reconstruclion. A shoel time therealler, 1 decided 1o document the expected lranslormalion which as ol onw has
vt to tuke place, Inan wres where thousunds of people live in war zone conditions, ithe majority of them black and
Hispanic peopled 1 ind it hard not to document this phenomenon which has now pone fifteen vears withowt io-
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Fox o Intervale. zn iotersectinn of strects anonymacas i compaison boeanc Lar ot szl peaned Coiarlatte. The nearker stroer 15 naw
banzius bor ity intamy. Charleces Sooeet. The narie hos Bevcone a ol o o, Preddets aond presidensia. sandidates, s pol:Heiors and
veen e Bussians, Jovew coone to gawk in diskbedie, Al that these wallars hasve peaven oo Ding

Ll petahibeackion s the enitnene ab the impartaree af Ameilea's b pealicg . The domarmnent, Becegal, Stete and eiky, carnat oo il pe
vrbenilad il Doading or baild sew beusing: the Fiee depurtment conact eantond The Blazes e Pelive depameent canesot cate the Arsenists,
Eversaalea ns “turchiers”: te Welkare depamment connat stap the rmens peapap ae e Tew sonslmekl spacticsats b Uie Sanization cdepartment
canieal sl e vatar el sway te gacbaee; e Trobic depumment casnnd taiee away | he abacdend carss wesd, i eacessmativn depart
el cannod lake son Uhere, Gr ek vor cub—sabsly or on bime.

In the center al 1his devascation i i nel sse by averleok the misery, poverty, Ll ond desradalion Uhar cxisi.

Teab ar anilsl i wenhe: ue ses U coomzion ioveommnn wavs, Ferla de Lenn hos walked G atvecss o8 e Seoth Heone s Ciossed 4iee. She
has seem “the chilidien swalking bl Grvopls g varriclor between caon walls of garbape.”” S has boee ol ssed sway by Sscilation Gepacment
wnrhers anc rchsuloT by palive whion she way seu plusegraghing thongs as they are. Tiotan zrist alsa krews Gl e B s jost b Leuizinng,
[rthe 17t senbiey Wan Leawenl ek ok o Teus e loaked at g doop of dicsy water. Buhond ibs renualsovs exteice T diseavenal woothes wocsd o
dymamic. Hvang eeetiins, Baachbakingly Laaotiful, Al e Ferla ve Leon wing, arother sort nf lers has shenen s anathi weackd baling e
deteciuratiom.

Perla de Leon has B bays danciagin the steeas sl juckully Brioe piweons trem she reoboos ab abandaned boildings. 5he has feonsbadule,
suiv budhiingy, tronquelly aecapded, sucecandied b eacant ot Uioder e conesn’s probing o boick aed rubhle stresen dal, takes anoa load ol
Jinwan Ieke yualibey an zhardesed bodding i e ceraiog light vabos e g baronial mosd. Inanctbier photograph the cnmpasities esenbile an
Erglish bazpiscape, 2nd pvesmm che most desalate phelameaphs Pecla dks Do onmomges b ioFuse tanlerpes, Although the epe of pronding s

il sl o warim, tanoish tome ba ber photagraphs, 115 reRlly Perla debean s open, anpsedncioal an pecetratiog spposach o hes sufjest thet
ks o pledogranhs suvoewsd,

Feorla e Laaen has b challeoresd by o bormidabde subipect. and 5 oveddong bath sensationalzm s ml sntimectalive, she bas mads us reeomsicer
o dinaggy ol Fus sl Lutereals, soad evervthing physicul and sparitcal that survanznds il
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Perlie cle Lenn wae born in MY, 1952, she did undergraduate work in fne arts et Pordham eod MY U In LUTS
she gradualed wilh a Master's Degree in Fine Arts {(Fhotography], b De Leon is gt prosent o production assistant
at Channel L3 wHNL'-TY,
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