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“En la bahia demi cercbro hoy 1n recuendo de cuerpos negros, un salto ubiloso sobre 1 cielo alegre gue besd ??(‘!i ::Efcj;l."
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Forfobelo Rediscovered

Cnmt-usrn'ma-:'lﬂ"rha “bequfiid port” The Spaniards aoted s marvekols o weith srecl forts to o
fare it S Frarck Crake disd bafors he could copturs it His Body, encosea nEizobethanarmor, ies
In @ ad coffin sormewhers beneath the blue waters of Porfobelo bay,

Todlay, the towmondhe Aflartc coost of Farana does rof el inifs past history, Most of the forts
are in ngin, devoured oy the surrcundng Jungle, Francts Droke 5 stiF fo be found ond the Town mostly
i v durirgg The feast of the Block Chiist. According tolegend, in 182 fhe stohus of el Crsto Megro
spored the fowm from o cholend epldemic sweeing the Bthrmus And ever Snoe, Me 15 horked every
Cciober.

That rrasch we'd heard aboul Porlcbeis, Mow, | has Tokan o Puero Boon photogiopher from
kel 1o clscover for us the paople of Portobsln. Reger Cobdn unashamadty fial in love with the
TonaT e piresent, Mot wWith NS oast. HE Brs ressaciuly swel ower 1he Ristencal ord archaolcgical land-
miarks and joyiuby focused onthe splencor and the Deouty of the peopie arridst The anceant nuins and
tha prasact powerhy.

Cosdn's words speak of Forobelo os a "parodiza to which | plon to retum, for there b il much
ks cned o shsey Thans” Howesaeear, his pholograpbs tell us slcgquantty of “the men and wormen modng
with o grace in thelk bodes that goeak of thelr pact with nofure!”

Baddes his demaonstrated skliwith the comera, ttis undouthedyy Capdn's urman aopeal, b ity
o arrgaitize, o moka pocts with his subjacts that furn his photograpbs Into windows that olow us o
ook Beynirg The obhaous He coplured the pecple of Fortobals withia sarsuous emsae and esthetc auc-
ceas that surely Pod S Francs furning in s cond-sronested grove. Coban cophured them in ol thar
uradormed "aingness” halr sarthy rmogls and mysteny And The most dsarmmirg rensslationis that thay
ket thamsahes be cophurad - smilng, snging, desp In thougnt, arfame ower the unpaoliafed beach

Although the pholtographs may seem cool arnd stork ogainst the fropical locds, the wormnth
resciating fromn the boautiia peopls of e baauliful port mokes | easy for us o imogine tha rodiarcy of
the ooean, the interahy of the sioy, the glow of the dstant his that Tor canhuies hova ssan piratas comea
ond go - and st wotch owver the bodias of those who staved bahind

= [olores Frico

stas fotografias fusron tomadas en un pequero poblodo de Panamd. Cuando torme estas foto-
_dgrafios vo estaba en parfe::'ru unickad con ka naturaleza, Esta fue una gran expenencia. Porobelo
85 Un pargiso al que regresaré una y ofra vez, pues hay todavia mucha magia y misterko por encanirar
allf ¥ la libertad que troe la fuerza de o balleza v & orgulo. Este e un poblado orgulloso con una fuearte
herencia de culfura aficana. lenc de homibras y muigres gue se mueven con una gracia Gue habla de

s pacto con la naturcisza.”
-RC.
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ch in lsabela, Puerto Rico, Coban resides in
Maw York where he works as a free lance
photographer. Pimarily self taught, excetst fora
samaster under Clon Mili, his work has been
published in various photo annuals as well as
other major pubdlcations, The IRT PrayearBook, a
collection of poems and photographs was
putlishad in colloboration with Caolares Prica, He
has worked with various Puerts Rican institutlons
including the MNational Pusrto Rican Forum and
ASPRA, Inaddition he wds d memioar of the Na-
ticnal Task Force on Hispanie Arts for NEA, and o
former chairrnan of the Spacial Arts Services
Panel of NYSCA. He was an asslstant fo the
former Mayor of New York, Abrabam D. Beame,
In conjunction with his past presidency of En
Foco, he was Exhibition Director of Muler, a ma-
jor exhibition by this collaborative of Latin American photographs.
Caban's work is included In the pemanent collections of tha Museo del Barrio, New York, The Haremn Art Callection,
MNew York, the Museurn of Natural Histary, Mew York the Tucson Museurn af Art, Arzona instituto de Cultura Puertarriquenda,
Puerto Rico, Museo de Arte Moderno, Mexlico City and various private collections,
Cabdn was ohs of the Invited photographears to represent Puerto Rico at the first colloguium of confernporary Latin
Amarican photography in Maxico City af the Museo de Art Moderno, Moy, 1978,
Of greatest significance. he |s the father of Rebecca Bllsa Cabdn, & years of age.
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