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On View 07.22 - 10.17
at El Museo del Barrio

THE YOUNG LORDS IN NEW YORK

The Young Lords Party and El Museo del Barrio were born of the same
spirit of need in the same place and time of need—East Harlem, 19689.

The Young Lords Legacy and the
Collection of El Museo del Barrio

Habwenn 1929 and 1973, the Young Lorcs
Frrtsy ine Mo York wiorked bowanes gaining
pooons bo ey serdces far pesidents of F
Berrio (Cesl Hararm); Ma Scuth Brons and
Loiseds {Lower E2z7 Sldel (nspinec by the
wriggival Youwrg Lords fromn Grcean, wnd
were in Latn insplred by sha Bleck Fanthar
Party, & group of wound Puedn Ricans
ravelsll to Gricoan in 1553 to sk for
parmilsslon o found & Mawe ¥ork chapter of
tha group.: Tray ratumed voth the idea of
askoma thair rmighkors from El Barnio ebout
rir they coid Ba mast kalpful to tre aeal
Pugstn Rican community

This direcr conrsction to the people of their
neighharhooa would becormnie - the cormer-
stons of tha Young Lords' pofctical sty
It s tomd thern Lo Lake an prdiects as
varied as hezlt-care and ecucation reform,
programs far poce children @ farmilies
actions chab served b mprove life 0 the
sevorely widerserved Pusrie Rigsn naigh-
bornocds of Mesy vord. Eventusiiv a dasirs
tooaion Dre isdesendence movaemant in
Fuerlo Rico  permranenthy changed  the
groapes Tecus ardd diraction,

Wehalking thraugh the stroots of T Gaeria in
..I|,.|':;-.-' 1964, @ groun of residents, aclivisls, and
sticlants, began Askinag Lheaie 2 it Blasn
maighbars aboul [Pair DlgoestT Cohcerns
and T ancweor wes fearly wranimaus the
garoage. The cilys Departient of Santas
tion marely cseree boopick up garbmge. Weharn
thr moency refused o lend extra hrocms oo
zheen e nel@hbormood, the group swopt
wi the unccllected garbage, pilad it onSoc-
and and Thirgl Sva) In East Harksm, and sot i
abilaza, halting traffin for hoors and bringivg
miUch fescas attanhes tn —a orablent

Within 3 few days e mayor's special
aisishant cama ta wisik the noighborbood

arcl sanftatian tnicks hegan makirgg regular

stops |0 East Hadern  sharlly merearta_r.
Following air losd, many nare poung
pmcps pined the cause and sctivism of the
Young Lords, hopire kb bl mirose access
o ackucstion, housirg, jobs, and heaith Care

Amcng the Tourg Lerd's other slgnificans
ooliical actions o Sast Harlere = ‘their
talzovar of Ehe Firsl: Spanisn Mathoost
Church of Easl Harkem {which they later
renarmed the Pegpiets ThUrchl The waz o

Topr: Hiram Parcts st dantt Waet D ed G0 afeed, vl o Minchm acnees Tndl due TGS *
2215, Hedem gelane sheer prne made brem e b e negaiives 150 30 0 DoRTeEy o b art ek

Al esdlien 2ok feaborrn Mo laae fGsecin, SR oo — B A el Baiile, ST
Lt 3d o 25000 B Husoo de! Eam e

lana process which sess undariaken in ook tocestablizh o fres broskfasl
program and clothing give-gways 21 the chosh, whch they ol wes
uncanisad and ineccessibie b the sureunding commmuanice

inrasponsa tolack of action in East Harlem hy ma orte's naslth sdimic-
intrabors the ¥oosg Lords also argesized 1a saizunn 2nd rerouting of a
trucks with hospital sce arment T2 whers itwes neadad maost. They orda-
rized mumerous prolests agzingt police brumality, including = précession
commamareting JuliaRobdan. who drad whila under oolice custady.



The Younn Zords' camaaigss ang
afitical Bnvirenrnest am captean
e g iidilivn in photogmphs by
MaEirs Caldn, Frank Zspeda, and
Tom Leseyd Toe mosl fmoortant
Tigure i this denre iz the Young
Lzrgds’ offkial photegrapher and
cacfits aarllest membeis, Hiram
Maristany, whie was Dom and
raiszd in Fast maram HMasistany's
ohotographs direcHy deocument 25
al-ihe actors of tha Young Losgls
theapghout thair most  acsve
wears. The armst's compasinga, iz
atbention o linht and oo chphunng
the pshl rnomant cmphasizas =s
canrecticn end commitment B2
thaactlon: ard inntistives of nis
Petloy memisers In the nrovenent.

Fl ™Musan's  sontrioulicn == this
mulb-yerie. axbilbition draws on
wWeds  TORn Ehe musesm’s oeen
callaction, includi~ copies o7 te
Yhurg Lords weskly. nemspaoer,
Falante. It ps inclucles & pukdi-
cetion fram Fabrran 1972 Litled
Mdmadogyr of the Yaang Dorns Far
un lcan fram tha colsction of the
centzr for Hurrtn Bican Studles
at il Hortee Collage Schaoal of
Satial Worx In Erzz Harlam, The
aulhars: gF the pubkhcabes are
Juan Ganeale:, Jduss YRS Orhiz
Gharla Coeedier, Dawid  Parar
Crenise Oliver, and Fakic “Yoruba®
Guzmezn, all ol whom were mem-
bers of Ta Youny Largs’ central
comreiites at the Lime,

Alsa an display are polilical prints
by Anfonin Mamoesll, Dominga
Grrzin, and Marccs Zimas, Sarcies
print  mamcFializes the 1977
telerosear of the Statua of Libarhy
witich irvalwsd soma of e
Widrg Lords. Throdgn El Musea
del Barric, this imzge bacome: &
print by Dormingo Garcia ftledd Fa-
Nogafey— L) dusog oel Sseria This
desture of using the irmaga of an
‘occupled” Statue of Liberty ie-
dicates he signficesce af the
original radics’ pelitical goasturs
oz wall-as the instilution's idzn=-
ficaticn wath the proiesters' spmn-
bments The act reflecled 3 cry
for fraedom tor pollical prizon-
ars assncigtes] with he Pléario
Rican indaperalence mowament. El

‘i

Musan's acapialicn o7 the image
and thie soHon bo luslrate s iday
santimments raflects s concern Tor
tha 1s5es ralsed oy the indeper-
darch movement

Iba oonic paotcarapy That docu-
mentsd the takaovar of tha stable
Ir1 Mews York Rarboe sarvas as Hhia
inspiration for o woek by Sood
Lopd Lhet was comenissinonea by
El Mijaedrdpac Toellv for this cahibe-
than. Loges's work: Brings togathes
plstic ags, Easlsine clay, prios
a0 paped, and abeer Fourd matan-
als [ greate 3 Lheae-dirmensionz
warsion of the noalilde imegs of
tha Statis of Liberby amblacares
with tha Fuarte Rlcan flag.

Marcos [Fmass prink faatures Lhe
powmerful figure af Pustic Rican
rztionalist Eaphne  Ermeterlc Ba-
tances. his fuga hands wrappeead
eronnd o0 aubemmaTd  weapon.
The portraiz is basad on g well-
known phooograpn of Hiey sew-
Laiiier which Hessbon-is-samtec! in
2 Lhrang-tike - wickar chor with s
soear in ane heed and o shotgun
ir Lea plher, beo African srulptinas
an ether side, all atcpos Tebrg-skin
rug. Dlinas’s use of the woodout
Tles hirm LG historic arkistic mowa-
mants that Tavored the uss of tha
WS UE T path pdlitice! ardd aps-
el raazons During the arkiskic
movarants of the early lwenticth
cRAnIR 1 pEAlculan the oo
CuUt marrs 7o SyTnbeliZe inodernity
in the guisa of & meadiur fer e
musses, The Young Lords wesald
use Oimass orint on the covar ot
ar issuo of Palsaio.

Antenic Martoroi s, arink, Sars i
Mzrnd Yoraw' oo Cisba SAn0)
15 & silkicresn that featiras a tri
Coloradd sk momnst which we see
the powearful faren of & womas
With ore hand shie balds  far
yeing child, waie gl nfart ks
In T8 Crgol Al the  sams are
With e ather hand . sle mekas
afisg gestiring al the: diztant
silbmiattas of LS. naval ships. This
oostet wins Made &t Taller Avacran,
activa HEER-1RT, which supporlied
voung artists whio were interested
SORMprAssing Gessicience through

the it o snstar medlium, The stalemranl
expresias the fesling ©f many  Puerko
Hizans an tha mlhEng wha bsgan i Hie early
20s b protest tha use of the zlang 25 3
bombing practics ste by the LES Mawd
These corrations ware mawsad to Wiaouas in
TEE and tha LLSC Rewy peentaally also (aft
Viggues in 2003 under peassure from many
aclivist groaes

At the gems 0 2a exhibicon and
Elr Muzed's’ collection arc A group of
posters frorn tive 73005 and PRE0s—minny
dezaned by ursndwn eriists—arncuncing
protests. Conferences, And mectings that
focused on e micverent for Pueris Rican
Irelependence. Included are one poster in
French andg twe Olhers Lhet gririounes A
conferanca in Maxkido Cily underscering tHha
gloha| supoort For the islards independence
from thie Unimad Stabes. The designs ol
thasa poster: ara spafe and powerlul, olen
avcking ta antaraled history of the Lwo
nations with farmidalale signs such as chains
chrokan or wrapsed sround wrists], sagles
or dovias; and tra incalibE symoal of the
Puarme Kicon Flag,

The exhibicon alse fagtures ather warks
that embraca tha pEolitical spint ot the
legacy of the Yourg Lords, mcluding warks
cortmissioned spmcifically Far this axhibi=zon
thal sange Froon coremic work b oo
segioture b found ohjocts

Miguel Luciana's work is & ::ulp‘t..r:|| WERRIIN
of tha Konic Goster producod by tha Young
Lords that depicls fGur lerpe puresls Ak-47s
on & fat alzck bacharuingd, each of whick
fraturas # kKew word thel Tor fhe  Yeung
Lards symba ez aspects of Hheir gotivism
fEath e Boasing, ectesiome and s

b ™ "'L'ka.'lll'i."q,:'ln'\-'l.""'
N ahual T Ricar Mardy foe Justice
"hm:ll.l. Hurriquetia px[a]l.lﬂ

T e
eliand u.d.'\-.:'ﬂl-ldr Foissn
Carecke, 1 1el ixdm vk
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one |5 underscored ba tha word steiggie
Lising cutaul wood wersors of the guns ana
car pgint Ludiano's seaork sckrowiladgas the
FWOUrel Lords' sawey s of easthatics ana
desian In supoort of Lhe causs ard rendars
tha paster a5 3 new Kind of - object thae
rotrTcls Tha life of Thair el messeges
anc dreposits tharm directy Nk 1he space of
the gallesy fuba.

Thea  history -0t e Young  Lopds,  Erei
inbicctual pursuits and insprakicns, Toems
Lhe phy=cal and conceptual Basis ot e
NOH By arbist JC-Lanneaan, Yoong Lovn's”
Wasskig N SMore ofhan Ona Huesared, whin
arevioudshy crested a similar sork oo Hie
wmgacy-al the 3lack Panthers, Tha Wwor
consiste of 2 sleck of oooks we! ayar 1410
g, aach-af which tha artisk saleprad as
peezimle inspirsltion for the Soung [oeds
nl‘r_d Malr Sleskaay, Armong ths titlas wes fird
crucial texks such as Miguel Melendars's We
Tomde tha Skreats, Marguerite Sush Lierner's
Tne: Shonpe of Skin Coior, |Fuing. Rouza's
e Tainns Wse and Geciine oF (He Peooi
wio Greshad Cofomous  Mall Sintosen's
The LSocmbic froofon, Franz Fanon's- The
Afdctchad of the Earth, Hussan and Miller's
fuinaial Marinnsien, Hermia Sniadll's
The Ooastatian of e aoles A Goed
Acpoond, and mary other ey Eesbs,

Shellyne Hogrigues ireestgatas the nIEnorny
of the Young Lords as owell as peospects
of foture generations through har *aund
chaject and ceramic work. Her soulptisa
fagtures an industrial Broom fat has beon
segrad Disck Troim Tirg, a referencs both o
e Gaibadge Ciiansioee ano the lustoncal
cartext Gf Bdrong buildings in She South
Bronx fram the late 1970: The beooms'
lristles are replaced with ceramss Leall, o
raferancs o the l:llTﬂE'.IrlE|E'5-'l:lr il Gangers
ot Eing enguffed oy viclence ard poverky
But alza to the hite ol ceganized peopls
poml ied toothe top of Tva oraom s an
Arabache fist, a fraddons obiact ofen
used sz a pratactiva symbe! and hees rreant
ta refar to tha clenched Ast of Black Powear

whosenin! brings. roegethar chjacts o
El Musae dal Harric's cwn collacton an
photegraphs Fom the unique *oung Lords
toliection from Himm Marisfoaws E:md:,.' of
work, Those, together with news works cam-
fmzsicrped IJI.II:,I'l:rl.II'I5.| artists provide an op-
paricrity b axplare tha-important lagasy of
Lhi= Yourkg Lordz. In tha waks af thair oG
[ourd effects on the soial and palissal Inas
al wrickersereed and npprn::nd'l"-lnw Forkers,
El Muzed del Sarrio’s collaction sorves as =

il Ter further mderstanding Sic signifi-
sanse N TrE Mistory S aur cily,

Focio Aranda=Alara o
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Top Ll Mosn PMar elam; fnusg Mas wam Sheesanss,
P TS, Hnrimen mkere gt G from =lone
nmashve 20 w06 [ Cor e ot The o s

Ahong Lefes Sk robider Ui i Suscin Ko
danh o e, wacalir ygleas Lo Sdokar 4, TR
Gk Tiho a1 Mg = Huses: e are

T FEhie Hocann M slainp ;o £ Srodmen s wan
Facch 1002 Y Meeaen 2 lons gE s prnt e

v nlage regabiva, M e 0 ps Segthere cf B ol
Bebtem Rights e vansas COLERRE WE- 58 pEsiiE

Smbardn Wy 31105 Fhr\'.'ﬂ-&'hﬂuuu.ll,_'u_ tallam
Tehraph S8 o fd o El Mz Jal Jarnia

[nigexk zctian s reade postias sl Dylblic
SJEEart fram Spaakar Mellesa Mark=¥Twar o
arid the Hew York Clity Councli

Cxliibsition oasan ow

laracio ¥Yaoquez-Paravano 25 cart ot 2
veurk 2xchanas program made possibils
Dy Fordd Foundesion Mexico Creg

EL MUSEQ DEL BARRIO

1230 Fifth Aovenuz, Mess York, BY 10029
werwelmusea.org | @elmusso | #YLMNY



